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Message from the President
Dear Eugene OMTA,
I hope you are all doing well as September begins. I hope your Summer
time was great…maybe restful, musical, full of time in nature? Maybe blessed
with creating activities, traveling, friends and family…? Maybe this summer was
a tough time, as some challenges faced you. If so, we send you much love, and
please let us know if we can help.
At this time, as we are all getting ready for our new school year of
teaching, with OMTA being part of that, let’s review the mission of our
association, as described in our bylaws:
“ The object of the Association is the advancement of musical knowledge and
education.”
“ Activities of the Association are aimed at the promotion of the art of music and
the advancement of musical knowledge by providing educational opportunities.”
For sure, we are working as diligently as we can toward accomplishing
this mission. My vision is that through meetings, conversations, events
preparation, and hard work, we teachers can raise infectious enthusiasm,
passion, love for music; and that all the students and families who will be part of
our studios, classes, and festivals, will have music as a gem in their life!!!
Before closing, I want to thank Janet Pollack, our vice-president, who has
put together wonderful programs for our monthly Monday meetings. Thanks
also to Alexis Gibbons, our corresponding secretary, who is putting together our
new website with the help of Adams Burner. I am witnessing that it takes lot of
time and careful attention to create a website, and I am very grateful for Alexis
commitment
in doing so. Be aware that many updates need to be done, and we are working
on it!
I hope to see many of you on Monday September 10, for our first meeting!
Very musically,
Genevieve
Eugene District President

Opus 293

September, 2018

Page 2

September Meeting
Hello Everyone,
I hope you had a relaxing yet productive summer and are ready for the new
season. I am very excited to tell you about our first program on Monday, September
10th and hope you will join us for this informative hour. As you can see below, the
September meeting and program will be held at the University of Oregon’s School of
Music and Dance. We have a spacious room reserved for our members and a
number of pianos for us to “evaluate.” This will be an interactive session!
The morning will proceed as follows:
• Social and refreshments: 8:45-9:10 am (outside room 163)
• Business Meeting: 9:10-10:00 am (room 163)
• Program: 10:05-11:30 am (room 163)
Since classes are not in session this early in September, parking should not be
a problem. I suggest parking on 18th street, since here you can park for as long as
you wish. It is metered. You can also park along residential streets, but please be
aware that you are limited to two hours, and I understand it is enforced. After you
park, enter through the main entrance as if you are going to Beall Hall. Room 163 is
immediately to your left. Please look for the sign directing you to the room. Hope to
see you there!
Sincerely,
Janet Pollack
Eugene District Vice President
Meeting Date: Monday, September 10, 2018, 9:00-11:30 am
Presenter: Michael D. Reiter
Topic of Program: The Other End of the Key: Learning the Language of the Piano
Technician
Location: University of Oregon, School of Music and Dance, room 163
The Other End of the Key: Learning the Language of the Piano Technician
We all speak different languages from English to Italian, to cars and cooking, and
now you have the opportunity to learn Piano-ese. Ever wonder what all those little
parts on the piano do after we touch a key? How can the piano be made to work to
our advantage? What do we mean when we claim the action is too heavy or too
light? What can go wrong and how do we tell a professional technician what we like
or don’t like about the instrument we play? Here is a class devoted to learning how to
communicate effectively with your piano technician.
Michael D. Reiter (RPT), Piano Technician at the University of Oregon’s School of
Music and Dance, will lead our session. Together we will explore how the piano
works (or doesn’t), and how to communicate your piano issues to a piano technician.
You will also learn easy ways to keep your valuable instrument humming.
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