
President’s Message, October 2019 
Hello everybody, 

It is Fall again, with wonderful colors to admire if we take time.  

The OMTA Sonatina Festival is in less than two weeks, the Popular Music 
Festival in three weeks, the Ensemble Festival and Fall syllabus in five 
weeks.  Yes, it is true! Are you and the students getting ready? Be sure to 
meet the registration deadlines, and be sure to enjoy all the colorful 
atmospheres that the preparation of and the events themselves bring to all of 
us.  Thanks to all the chairs and volunteers for organizing these events! 

Our September meeting at the School of Music was a joyful reunion.  Thanks 
to Michael Reiter for a very interesting exploration of the non equal tunings 
frequently used by the composers in the Baroque area.  Be sure to read the 
article by Janet Pollack in the October 2019 Music News (https://
oregonmta.org/publications/music-news/) 

These past weeks, three events reminded me of how lucky we are to 
be part of the OMTA/Eugene Community! 

On September 14, we celebrated the 50th birthdays of our colleague 
composer Paul Safar and his friend Ted Clifford.  A wonderful and 
varied program of their compositions was performed by talented 
artists. It was particularly touching and inspiring to hear Baird Quinn 
perform Paul’s “Rhapsodie” for piano.  Baird studies with Paul, and 
passed his level X Syllabus Examination. 

On September 21, many of us had the joyful occasion to visit with 
Virginia Buhn, as she was selling her huge music collection.  Virginia is 
an inspiration to all of us. One of her great contributions to OMTA is 

our Syllabus Examination curriculum. 

And on October 3,  Dr. Anton Nel gave a masterclass at the 
U of O School of Music.  He coached students playing 
Schuman, Bach and Rachmaninoff. It was a great 
experience of sensitive pedagogical abilities, and genial 
piano playing.  Thanks to Clare Wachter for organizing! 

Eugene and Eugene OMTA is vibrant with great music!  
Let’s keep the vibrations alive, so see you all for our monthly 
meeting on October 14! 

Genevieve Mason 
Eugene District OMTA President 
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Ted and Paul performing “50/50” on assorted instruments

https://oregonmta.org/publications/music-news/
https://oregonmta.org/publications/music-news/


The deadline for submitting articles and announcements for the November 2019 issue of Con Brio is 
Sunday, November 3, 2019. 

Send your news and announcements to district members between regular issues of Con Brio! 
Simply submit the news item or announcement as usual, indicating you would like it sent immediately. It will be 
formatted and sent via email to all members. 
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October 14th, 2019 Meeting and Program 

Hello Members, 

I am proud to announce that the Eugene 
District of the Oregon Music Teachers 
Association, with funding from a Nellie Tholen 
Grant, will present Dr. Thomas Otten, NCTM 
on Monday October 14th in a program titled 
“How Do I Get My Student to Sound Artistic?” 
This session will delve into issues of tone, 
rubato, rhythm, articulation, pedal, and tempo 
and will demonstrate how to use these elements to create artistry in students.   

Dr. Otten, a California native, has been hailed by the New York Times as “an extremely original 
player.”  He is the recipient of numerous national and international awards.  Dr. Otten studied with 
the renowned artist teachers John Perry and Nelita True, and worked intensively with 
biomechanics expert Barbara Lister-Sink.  Dr. Otten is Professor of Piano at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he is currently on leave.  Prior to joining the UNC faculty, he was 
chair of piano at Kent State University.   

This program promises to be enlightening and one not to miss!  I hope to see you there. 

Janet Pollack  
Vice President, Eugene District-OMTA 

Details in Brief 

Event date:  Monday, October 14th, 2019 
Location:  First Congregation Church, 1050 E 23rd, Eugene, OR  97405, Chapel 
Social Gathering: 9:00-9:30 am 
Business Meeting: 9:30-10:10 am 
Program:  10:15-11:30 am 



Con Brio 
October 2019 
Con Brio is the newsletter of the Eugene Chapter of OMTA, published and distributed monthly, except July and 
August. 

President: Genevieve Mason,  Vice-President: Janet Pollack,  Treasurer: Cheri Richardson, 
Corresponding Sec: Alexis Gibbons,   Recording Sec: Nick Rieser,   Past President: David Cragun 
Con Brio founder and first publisher: Lea Mirabella 
Con Brio is posted on the Eugene District website on the Wednesday prior to the monthly meeting. 
Neil Patton, editor
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Fall Syllabus 
November 9 & 10, 2019 (Saturday and Sunday) 

Registration for Fall Syllabus will open on Leggerio on September 16 and close on 
October 19.  We will be in need of studios to host on both Saturday and Sunday.  If 
you have 3 or more hours of Syllabus, please consider opening your studio.   
Remember, you have three options for your student for Syllabus:  Full Evaluation, 
Demonstration and Creative Audition.   Please email me with any questions you 
may have regarding the options for Syllabus or any repertoire questions.  The 
most current Syllabus and the suggested repertoire lists are available on the 
OMTA website.   

If you have a student needing a particular date or time, be sure to notate in 
Leggerio registration AND on the invoice you send to me.   

Musically, 

Carol White, Chair 
carolsstudio1@mac.com

mailto:carolsstudio1@mac.com
mailto:carolsstudio1@mac.com
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Barnes & Noble Fundraiser

Dear Teachers,
 
Our Barnes@Noble fundraising is going to take place on December 7 and 8, 2019.  If you are planning to 
participate please let me and I will email you the schedule to sign up.
 
Thank you!
 
Lucy Clevenger NCTM
lucyclevenger@gmail.com
951-440-1841
clevengerpiano.com

Ensemble Festival Update 

The state Ensemble Festival has new co-chairs and a new date: December 8, 2019. The 
state web page is now up to date. The location is the same as last year (Smith Music Hall at 
Western Oregon University, 345 Monmouth Ave. N., Monmouth.) Our district event is 
November 9, 2019. The entry deadline is October 26, 2019. The application process is the 
same as in previous years. As usual, applications for ensembles selected to advance to the 
state festival will be sent after the Eugene district event. 

Nick Rieser 

Piano For Sale! 

Name: Helena 
Email: hislovejoy@gmail.com 

Message: Hi, I have a gorgeous Yamaha upright piano that I have to sell because I'm 
moving. I bought it for my son 8 years ago and he's graduated from the U of O and moved 
out. My piano tuner said it's in excellent condition. It's about 20 years old. He thinks it's worth 
$1500 and google confirms that, but I think that's pretty steep and I'm negotiable on the 
price. If you happen to know any families who are looking for a great piano, send them my 
way! Thanks! 

mailto:lucyclevenger@gmail.com
https://omta-eugene.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0e307f7455926a0f7413685cd&id=5efc9199ee&e=873291fe84
mailto:hislovejoy@gmail.com
mailto:hislovejoy@gmail.com
mailto:lucyclevenger@gmail.com
https://omta-eugene.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0e307f7455926a0f7413685cd&id=5efc9199ee&e=873291fe84
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Popular Music Repertoire List 
for Various District Events 

Betsy Parker and Genevieve Mason 
have compiled a wonderfully helpful list 
of popular repertoire for both solo and 

ensemble piano. This list can be used for 
our Popular Music Festival, Ensemble 

Festival, DIstrict Recitals, and the 
Barnes & Noble Fundraiser, and, of 
course, in our own private studios for 

repertoire. We hope to have a 
permanent link to this .pdf document on 

our district website soon, but in the 
meantime, here is a temporary link for 

you to access the document, so that you 
can use it for theese upcoming festivals 

now. Enjoy! 

Popular Music Repertoire List Link

http://www.neilpatton.net/files/OMTA/PopularMusic.pdf
http://www.neilpatton.net/files/OMTA/PopularMusic.pdf
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MINUTES 
Eugene District OMTA • General Meeting 

Monday, September 9, 2019 • UO School of Music, Room 140 

President Mason called the meeting to order at 9:48 am. 

There were no minutes from the June discussion (not an official meeting 

The Treasurer’s Report (in Con Brio) was approved by voice vote. 

Committee Reports 

Membership – there are several new members. One, Rebecca Laird, was present. She has worked with 
Susane at Eugene Piano Academy. She is looking for students. 

P.R: President Mason has copies of OMTA’s new posters and flyers. Contact her for copies if you can put it 
in a prominent place. 

Student Activities 

Sonatina Festival: The date is October 19, 2019.  We have our four judges. We need door monitors, please 
contact Fern McArthur or Sandy Hull (co-chairs) if you are available. 

Popular Music Festival: Please note the date and location have changed - the date is Sunday Oct. 27, and 
the location is the United Lutheran Church. 

Fall Syllabus: Leggiero registration will be open next week. An email will be sent to inform everyone. 

Ensemble Festival: The date is Saturday, November 9 at 3:00 Unity of the Valley (it’s correct on the website 
now). We are required to charge twice for students in more than one ensemble; but you can apply for local 
relief. We haven’t decided yet whether to charge participants who are not students of our members; we will 
do that soon. 

Barnes and Noble: The piano is being provided for free by Tom Turner at Eugene Pianos. He asked for our 
help covering moving costs; we will cover that. 

Announcements 

Event chairs - be sure to fill out the Event Report Form (Final Report) – it’s on the website. 

Website update: the calendar that appears at the top left in the individual event pages is going to be 
removed. For now, ignore it. Use the Schedule of Student Activities for event dates. 

Next meeting (October 14, 2019): Thomas Otten (http://otten.studio/) will present. He will focus on artistry. 
He is also offering a master class. Now head of the keyboard department at UNC. For more information, 
contact Dr. Jane Pollack. An email announcement will be sent about this. 

Clavier Magazine group rate: this is cheaper ($26) than the regular rate. You will still get access to the 
online features. If interested - contact Jean Wilson. 

UO School of Music and Dance job fair 2nd week of November: Sandy Hull proposes that we have a staffed 
booth. If you like to participate, please contact her. 

President Mason adjourned the meeting at 10:20 am. 

Attendees: Christine Mirabella, Jean Wilson, Genevieve Mason, Nick Rieser, Sandy Hull, Cheri Richardson, 
Lucy Clevenger, Janet Pollack, Rebecca Laird, Paul Safar, Carol White, Nobuko LeBeau, Mike Reiter. 

http://otten.studio/
http://otten.studio/

