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President’s Message 
March, 2023 

Many thanks to Genevieve Mason for coming through and doing a great job chairing the February 
business meeting during my bout with Covid. 

Many thanks to Sarah Rose for stepping up and offering to chair the (in-person!) Teachers Show-
case this year. Good news - Unity of the Valley is now available for live events again and that is 
where it will be! Word to the wise - Unity is charging OMTA members our old special rate until the 
end of CY 2023, after which it will go up, possibly substantially. 

Event participation seems to be up this year, which is wonderful! We have a series of events coming 
up quickly. The District Recital is this Sunday at St. Paul's Catholic Church. The Contemporary Mu-
sic Festival is April 16 (deadline April 7). Spring Syllabus is April 28-30 (deadline March 31), and 
both the Soule Scholarship auditions (deadline April 9) and the UO Piano festival (deadline April 14) 
are April 30! Be proactive and encourage students to participate in these events, and please be 
aware of the deadline. The website is up to date with these events. 

Online meeting attendance is up, so that will continue - here is the link for Monday: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/s/3602287348#success.  

We have a special treat for our program. Martha Hilley is a past President of MNTA and Professor 
Emeritus of the Butler School of Music at UT Austin. Her presentation will be like a pedagogy master 
class! She will explore getting full value out of the repertoire, taking advantage of all the teachable 
moments, and the role of enthusiasm and curiosity in the process of engaging with students. The 
Nellie Tholen grant program and the University of Oregon School of Music and Dance are co-spon-
sors. 

Dr. Hilley taught at UT for almost four decades. She has participated in international workshops, 
conferences, and seminars and pedagogy development.  She has been honored by the Texas Mu-
sic Teachers Association, MTNA, and many others. Her articles have been published in Clavier, Pi-
ano Quarterly and Keyboard Companion. She is co-author of two college piano texts and was an 
early adopter of digital sequencer technology and web-based learning methods.   

Check out Dr. Hilley’s outstanding full resume at her web page: 
https://music.utexas.edu/about/people/martha-hilley 

Nick Rieser 
Eugene/Springfield District OMTA President

https://us06web.zoom.us/s/3602287348#success
https://music.utexas.edu/about/people/martha-hilley
https://us06web.zoom.us/s/3602287348#success
https://music.utexas.edu/about/people/martha-hilley


Con Brio 
March 2023 
Con Brio is the newsletter of the Eugene Chapter of OMTA, published and distributed monthly, except July and 
August. 

President: Nick Rieser,  Vice-President: Grace Ho,  Treasurer: Sarah Rose, 
Corresponding Sec: Janet Pollack,   Recording Sec: Soria Phillips-Meadow,   Past President: Genevieve Mason 
Con Brio founder and first publisher: Lea Mirabella 
Con Brio is posted on the Eugene District website on the Wednesday prior to the monthly meeting. 
Neil Patton, editor

The deadline for submitting articles and announcements for the April 2023 issue of Con Brio is Sunday, April 2, 
2023. 

Send your news and announcements to district members between regular issues of Con Brio! 
Simply submit the news item or announcement as usual, indicating you would like it sent immediately. It will be 
formatted and sent via email to all members.
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March Meeting 

Dear OMTA Eugene District, 

This month, we have a special guest, Martha Hilley (past president of MTNA and Pro-
fessor Emeritus of the Butler School of Music at UT Austin), who will give an in-person 
presentation at the University of Oregon's Berwick Hall. Below is the description for 
her presentation.  

"Are you and your students getting Full Value out of the repertoire?" 
10:00am in Berwick Hall 

Are you and your students getting Full Value out of the repertoire? Do you always take 
advantage of all the teachable moments? Remember "enthusiasm" and "curiosity" are 
both two-way streets! In this presentation, Martha Hilley (past president of MTNA and 
Professor Emeritus of the Butler School of Music at UT Austin) will give a nuts-and-
bolts workshop on engaging with students in the studio and making the most out of the 
repertoire we teach.  

Please make it a priority to attend this event. Martha is one of MTNA's most popular 
presenters - it is a big deal to have her here in Eugene. See you there!  

Sincerely, 
Grace Ho 
Vice-President, OMTA Eugene District 

Editor’s Note: President Nick Rieser will send an email update to the District member-
ship with info regarding our March Business Meeting. – Neil
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Baroque Festival Report 

The Eugene District Baroque Festival was held on Sunday, February 5th, 2023, at the United 
Lutheran Church. Thirty participating students represented eight studios, with all students registered 
on competitive level. The teachers participating in the festival are Lucy Clevenger, Olga Aynvarg, 
Winnifred Kerner, Ellen McQuilkin, Rebecca Laird, Sandy Hall, Peter Brownlee, and Kara Eubanks. 
The festival was adjudicated by Dr. Diane Baxter, Professor Emerita of Music at Western Oregon 
University and Dr. Alexander Tutunov, Professor of Piano, and Artist in Residence at Southern Ore-
gon University. Both adjudicators were very impressed with the level of the student performances. 
The total of 15 students were chosen by the adjudicators to perform in the final recital in Newport on 
February 25th. Five from the aforementioned group were three-time winners of the Baroque Festival. 
All other participating students were chosen to receive an “Honorable Mention” award. 

The Eugene District Winners (and their teachers) are: 

  Division 1: Lucas Wang (Olga Aynvarg) 
  Division 2: Onyx Ouyang-Wu (Lucy Clevenger) 
    Emily Cho (Lucy Clevenger) 
    Ayush Chakraborty (Lucy 
 Division 3: Jonah Utzman (Peter Brownlee) 
    Ezra Oncken (Kara Eubanks) 
    Roger Nguyen (Lucy Clevenger) 
  Three-time winners: 
   Sarah Lee (Olga Aynvarg) 
    Ellie Cho (Lucy Clevenger) 
  Division 4: Kush Goyal (Peter Brownlee) 
    Avery Malace (Peter Brownlee) 
    Isaac Li (Olga Aynvarg) 
  Three-time winners:  
   Timmy Cho (Lucy Clevenger) 
   Albert Liu (Winnie Kerner) 
   Ishika Chakraborty (Lucy Clevenger) 

 Honorable Mention: 
   Rifka Ching (Winnie Kerner) 
   Cecilia Liu, Maya Silva (Olga Aynvarg) 
   Claire Saxman (Sandy Hull) 
   Sammy Cho, Kangmin Kim (Lucy Clevenger) 
   Cecilia Ong, Cassidy Perkins (Ellen McQuilkin) 
   Hazel Randall (Rebecca Laird) 
   Tomas Furuya, Victoria Furuya, Aubrey Marcum, Asher Lewis, 
   Eva Kovachevich (Kara Eubanks) 

I would like to thank all the participating students and teachers for their hard work and high levels of 
performances. I also want to express my gratitude to my co-chair Winnie Kerner for sharing all the 
responsibilities with me; to Ellen McQuilkin and Nick Rieser for being available to answer all of my 
questions; to Rebecca Laird, Sandy Hall, and Lucy Clevenger for monitoring and helping out during 
the festival. 

Congratulations to all participants, and I am looking forward to the next year’s festival! 

Respectfully, 
Olga Aynvarg, Chair, Baroque Festival
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Bev Soule Scholarships auditions 
  

Bev Soule Scholarships auditions will take place on Sunday, April 30 at Lucy Clevenger piano 
studio.  You can get all the information on the Eugene OMTA website.  It is very important that you 
send me the email about students’ participation by March 7!  The deadline for the fees and forms is 
April 9. 
  

Contemporary Music Festival 
  
Festival of Contemporary music will take place on Sunday,  April 16, at United Lutheran Church.  
The fee is $15 and the deadline is Friday, April 8.  Registration is on Leggiero. 
  
Sincerely  
  
Lucy Clevenger, NCTM 
951-440-1841 
3345 Chambers St, Eugene, OR
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MINUTES 
Eugene District OMTA Meeting 
First Congregational Church 
Monday, February 13, 2023  

____________________________________ 

Genevieve Mason presided over the meeting for President RIESER and called the meeting to order 
at 9:15 a.m.  

Attendees via zoom: Nick Rieser, Grace Ho, Betsy Parker, Sarah Burch, Janet Pollack, Sarah Rose  

Attendees in-person: Genevieve Mason, Lucy Clevenger, Kumiko Vanderbush, Suzanne Kirsh, 
Sandy Hull, Soria Phillips-Meadow  

January minutes were approved. 
January’s Treasurer’s report was approved. Student Activities  

Baroque Festival: Chair: Olga Aynvarg. Lucy Clevenger offered to report on the recital as follows. 
The Festival was adjudicated by Diane Baxter and Dr. Tutunov and included three recitals with sev-
en teachers and 33 participants. It was a successful and well-run Festival with students advancing to 
the State Festival as well.  

An issue that arose and needs to be addressed is that one of the teachers who entered violin stu-
dents did not follow the rules. She changed which of her students played on the different recitals the 
day of the Festival. All of her students were competitive, and she used photocopies instead of pro-
viding original music. She also did not provide payment in advance and brought payment the day of 
instead. These problems have happened in the past as well with this teacher. It was agreed that a 
letter needs to be issued to her from OMTA and that Nick and Olga need to speak with her regarding 
these recurring problems.  

Spring District Recital: Chair: Sarah Burch. To be held on Sunday, March 12 . Deadline to  

register is March 3. Email Sarah with any questions.  

Spring Syllabus: Chair: Carol White with Kami Hendrix co-chair. To be held April 28-30 with the 
deadline on March 31. Be sure to note that some of the Syllabus forms have changed. Contact Kami 
with questions or concerns.  

Piano UO Festival: To be held on Sunday, April 30 1:00-6:00 pm at the UO School of Music and 
Dance. Registration April 14.  

Track I will include a series of recitals in which students of all levels will receive adjudicator com-
ments and a certificate. The theme this year will be character pieces and will encompass a broad 
range of repertoire such as Nocturnes or other forms embodying a character or title pieces from col-
lections such as Schumann’s Children's Corner as well as pedagogical pieces fitting this theme.  

Track II is designed for Syllabus Levels VIII and above and will be held as a Masterclass offered by 
UO Faculty. Track II is not themed and, due to limited space, there will be pre- screening videos to 
ensure that all students have the opportunity to perform in the track best suited for them. Students 
may be selected to perform in a showcase at the end of the Festival. For more information, please 
contact Grace Ho or visit https://blogs.uoregon.edu/pianouofestival/.  

https://blogs.uoregon.edu/pianouofestival/
https://blogs.uoregon.edu/pianouofestival/
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Contemporary Festival: Chair: Lucy Clevenger. The date has been moved to Sunday, April 16 from 1:00 on 
at the United Lutheran Church with the registration deadline on Friday, April 7.  

OTHER BUSINESS:  

A recital chair is needed in order for this year’s Teacher’s Showcase to take place. The showcase which 
serves as a fundraiser for the Soule Scholarship is scheduled for Saturday, May 13 at 2:00 with details such as 
holding it in-person or virtually TBD.*Sarah Rose will consider chairing. (Please note that since this meeting, 
Sarah has agreed to chair the Showcase. Thank you, Sarah!)  

Soule Scholarship: Scheduled for Sunday, April 30 for juniors and seniors in high school. Each student per-

forms three pieces from contrasting eras by memory to compete for 1st place ($300), 2nd place ($200), or 3rd 

place ($100).  

Memberhip: Genevieve welcomed a potential new member Suzanne Kirsh who introduced her teaching spe-
cializations and availability for new students.  

A reminder that Katie Caulley is the referral chair for teachers interested in new students.  

State Conference: June 22-23 in Ashland, Oregon. Registration will open soon. Check the OMTA State Web-
site for details. Please note that first-time members and students receive free registration.  

Statewide Survey: Please fill out the Teacher Survey as soon as possible. The results of OMTA surveys like 
this are very beneficial to our teachers in their planning.  

Nick encouraged everyone to visit Mary Ellen Yost and play for her. Please contact her daughter, Heidi, di-
rectly to make arrangements.  

Finally, since the February Con Brio is already out, chairs for upcoming recitals need to send announce-
ments directly to Wyatt for our membership. Extra notice should be sent out for the Contemporary, District, and 
Scholarship events.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Soria Phillips-Meadow Recording Secretary 


